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Mrs. Monique Boudreau, Superintendent
Welcome to the District scolaire francophone Sud (DSFS), a growing and diverse school district! Enrolling your 
child in a French-language public school is a wise choice. New Brunswick is Canada’s only officially bilingual 
province and learning both English (the language of the majority) and French is to your child’s advantage.

French-language schools are the best way to develop strong and lasting fluency in both languages. We offer  
free, quality education and provide students with stimulating and meaningful learning opportunities. Our 
objective is to help students develop their skills, including language competency, so that they can achieve  
their life and career goals in an ever-changing world.

Our schools are open to the world and innovative; foster cooperation and exploring various interests and 
passions; and place a strong emphasis on inclusion and well-being for all.

We also partner with parents and the community to carry out our mission, so thank you for becoming involved  
in your child’s educational journey!

On behalf of all DSFS schools, welcome!

Mrs. Amira Khedhri, Coordinator of Newcomer Welcoming  
and Support Services
Moving to a new country is not easy, as you already know. Many parents worry about their children’s transition  
to a new school system.

The DSFS has a large immigrant student population and is mindful of the challenges these students and their 
families face, which is why we work to facilitate their integration into the school system by offering support services.

We are the only district in the province to receive direct funding from Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC) to provide services to newly arrived families.

“Happy to welcome you!” is our motto when it comes to welcoming and support services. We are pleased to  
present you with this guide, which we hope will answer your questions about the New Brunswick education  
system and facilitate your integration into your new community.

Our team is also available if you need help. Happy reading!

VOUS ACCUEILLIR, AVEC PLAISIR!SIR!
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Facts about the District scolaire francophone Sud:

• New Brunswick’s largest French-language school district

• 37 schools spread over a vast region covering the southern part of the province

• Home to 15,341 students, including 1,274 from immigrant families

• Over 52% of the province’s francophone student population

• 4,000 permanent and substitute staff, including some 1,200 teachers

• 171 daycare centres, including 141 early learning and childcare centres  
(garderies éducatives) and 30 early learning and childcare homes  
(home-based daycare centres)

• Supported by over 1,536 volunteer partners and 923 financial partners  
that help the District carry out its mission

GROWING AND DIVERSE

Our Mission

Our Vision
Staff are committed to continuous 

improvement in their day-to-day 
actions, both at the personal and  

District level.

Aspirational Goal
of New Brunswick’s francophone 

education system

Registrations

All students are motivated and happy 
to attend school, where they learn  

and commit to making a difference  
in the world around them.
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Engage each student in their 
educational success, building their 

Acadian and francophone identity,  
and their overall well-being.

DSFS Student enrollment numbers New comers
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ORGANIZATIONAL VALUES AND BELIEFS
In order to guide the daily actions that support the district’s mission and to ensure everyone’s commitment, we subscribe to a credo based  
on five organizational values.

COOPERATION
STRONGER TOGETHER

ACCOUNTABILITY
ACCOUNTABILITY IN ALL OF OUR ACTIONS

PASSION
PASSION AND CREATIVITY AT
THE SERVICE OF EDUCATION

OPENNESS
LISTENING AND OPEN-MINDED

INNOVATION
IN QUEST OF INNOVATIVE PRACTICES

AND CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT

We value passion within our organization. 
It awakens creativity, reflection, and 

innovation, and opens minds. We create 
opportunities to explore, express, and harness 

it in the school setting.

We firmly believe that we are stronger together 
than alone. Hence, we value teamwork, 

cooperation, and the sharing of best practices. 
We also show solidarity by acknowledging

and building on each other’s contributions.

We listen and keep an open mind. We are open 
to the world and respectful of di�erences and 
diversity. We embrace change and are 
receptive to new experiences.

We are aware of, and responsible for, our actions and words. We deliver on our commitments and 
implement improvement strategies to provide students with the highest possible quality of 

education. Professionalism, rigourrous practices, and accountability are what motivate our actions.

We are innovative, life-long learners, in touch 
with the world and mindful of the future, while 
continually striving to improve. We acknowledge 
challenges and transform them into opportunities 

for innovation. As agents of change, we welcome 
new ideas and practices, taking risks 

and exploring the unknown.
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Educational success is our primary focus. To that end, we strive to provide students with an environment conducive to learning and growth. 
Welcoming and support services play a key role in the success of newcomer students.

We endeavour to take students’ needs, whether linguistic or otherwise, into account and offer services to help students succeed and thrive  
in their new environment.

NEWCOMER WELCOMING AND SUPPORT SERVICES

Objectives:
 » Students and parents/guardians are  

more familiar with New Brunswick’s  
francophone school system and Canadian culture.

 » They participate in school activities and are more 
aware of community resources.

 » They develop a sense of belonging to their new 
community.

 » Newcomer youth are supported in their educational 
success and their life and career plans.

 » Parents and guardians are integrated into all aspects 
of Canadian society and have the necessary skills  
to support their children’s educational and  
career plans.

 » School staff have the capacity and skills to  
support the inclusion of newcomers in the  
school system.

School Settlement Worker (SSW) program

The SSW program’s mission is to facilitate the inclusion and educational success  
of newcomer students to DSFS schools and encourage their participation and that  
of their families in school and community life.

SSWs are at your service!
 » They provide support for newcomer  

parents with school registration.
 » They hold information sessions on  

the school system and life in Canada.
 » They provide parents with information  

on school and extracurricular programs.
 » They offer young people and parents ongoing  

information and support related to settlement  
and integration into school life.

 » They refer parents and families to services and 
resources available in schools and the community.

 » They offer coaching and intercultural awareness 
services for parents and school staff.

Community connections
 » They organize social and cultural  

activities for youth and their families  
to help them explore their new  
environment and forge ties with  
their community.

 » They help newcomer youth become  
engaged and active participants in school.

 » They create spaces for sharing and  
networking geared to students and  
parents.

 » They encourage youth and family  
participation in school, extracurricular,  
and community activities.

 » They hold activities that foster a  
welcoming and inclusive school  
environment for newcomer  
students and families.

Vous accueillir,
avec plaisir!

Programme des travailleurs
d’établissement dans les écoles
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Language acquisition program

Language learning is a key factor in the integration of immigrant students. 
However, the educational success of these students requires a more 
comprehensive approach that addresses adaptation and integration needs, 
not just language learning.

Language acquisition programs geared to this clientele are offered in the 
form of summer camps and dynamic classes during the school year. They 
complement programs already offered in the community by multicultural 
organizations. Moreover, new courses in French as an additional language  
are available to high school students who did not speak the language when 
they enrolled in the francophone system.

A newcomer education officer supports schools by meeting with teachers  
and learning-support staff to heighten their awareness about the reality  
and needs of newcomer students. These meetings enable stimulating 
exchanges on cultural diversity and resource sharing.

Language acquisition programs are also available to preschool children.  
See page 22.

Christian Camilleri is a member  
of the SSW team. To him, it’s important 
to help newcomers understand how things 
work in their new community so that they 
can better appreciate its richness. This allows 
them not only to gain knowledge but also  
to share knowledge in return

You can learn more about our SSW, the 
schools they work for and get in contact 
with them by visiting the DSFS website.  
(francophonesud.nbed.nb.ca)

DISTRICT SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE SUD 7
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NEW BRUNSWICK’S EDUCATION SYSTEM
In Canada, education is a provincial responsibility. In New Brunswick, Education and Early Childhood Development (EECD) is the government department responsible 
for school curricula and the delivery of early childhood education services.

Because New Brunswick is Canada’s only officially bilingual province, the EECD has two independent educational divisions: one francophone and one anglophone.

Education is compulsory for children between the ages of 5 (i.e., their age as of December 31) and 18, or until they graduate from high school (or turn 21).  
Students from Kindergarten to Grade 8 attend elementary school, while students from Grades 9 to 12 attend high school. Grade levels are based on age.

District Education Counciles

Each school district has a District Education Council (DEC)  
made up of local, publicly elected officials.
DECs are responsible for: 

• setting the school district’s directions and priorities;
• determining how the district and its schools operate  

from an administrative standpoint;
• ensuring that the wishes and concerns of parents and  

the school community are heard by government.

School districts

New Brunswick has three francophone school districts. The DSFS is home to over 52% of the 
francophone student population and covers the entire southern part of the province. It is also  
the largest French-language school district in New Brunswick in terms of area covered.
School districts are responsible for:

• managing the schools within their territory and ensuring they run smoothly;
• determining how they and their schools operate from an administrative standpoint;
• providing an adapted and inclusive learning environment that fosters the development  

of a sense of identity;
• ensuring that knowledge acquisition complies with government objectives;
• managing registration, school transportation, cafeterias, infrastructure, etc. 

Parent school suppor committees

The school is also supported in its work by a parent school 
support committee. Other parent committees may also be 
formed to help with school initiatives.
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EDUCATION SYSTEMS AROUND THE WORLD
Several teaching models exist around the world. Each country has its own unique needs and approach. This diagram will help you better 
understand how the school system in New Brunswick works in comparison to other models around the world.

Why choose French-language education?

Sending your child to a francophone school is the best way to help them become bilingual. 
Francophones are a minority in southern New Brunswick, so your child will have more 
opportunities to learn English than French, given the widespread use of English in the region.

At the DSFS, your child will receive quality French-language education and participate in 
cultural activities that will help build their Acadian and francophone identity.

This will help them develop a sense of belonging to their new community and learn both  
of Canada’s official languages. 

“I learned French really fast.”
Théo Martins, originally from Brazil

Grade 3 - École Le Sommet,  
Moncton

COUNTRY

CANADA 
New Brunswick1

(School district)

French
system
(Academic)

Germany

Belgium
(School district)

Switzerland
(Canton)

MINIMUM AGE

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

GRADE LEVEL

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PSS PSS

 Elementary Secondary PSS

 CP CE1 CE2 CM1 CM2 6 5 4 3 2 1 T PSS PSS

 Elementary Junior high/Middle school Junior high school PSS

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PSS2 PSS

 Grundschule (Elementary) Gymnasium or Gesamtschule (High school) 
PSS *sometimes to 6 *other paths exist

 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 PSS PSS

 Elementary High school PSS

 1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 3 PSS PSS

 Elementary Transition High school High school level 2  PSS    (gymnasium) level 1
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New Brunswick has significant labour needs. We are living in an age of acceleration, and the world and technology are changing rapidly.  
To meet society’s needs, we need access to an engaged, innovative, skilled, flexible, and resilient new workforce.

OUR EDUCATIONAL APPROACH

DSFS achievement policy

The DSFS has an achievement policy that covers all children and 
youth in our education system, from birth all the way to graduation 
from high school.

The aim of this policy is to ensure that every student in our district, 
upon completing their studies, will:
• have reached their highest level of competency in all areas,  

based on their potential;
• speak French fluently and be proud of the Acadian heritage  

and culture;
• have developed skills that will help them achieve their life and career goals.

10-Year Education Plan

In its 10-Year Education Plan, the Government of New Brunswick has identified 
early childhood, literacy, numeracy, and life and career planning as priorities.

Objective 1 of the Plan focuses on career and life readiness plans and emphasizes 
competency development. The competencies identified are sustainable and 
transferable socio-affective, cognitive, and communicative skills that will serve 
students throughout their lives.

As stated in the graduate profile of a New Brunswick student, it is hoped that 
students will become engaged and ethical citizens living a healthy, balanced life.

Entrepreneurial community  
school movement

Entrepreneurial community schools are one of the 
District’s preferred means of promoting competency 
development.

The entrepreneurial community school movement 
aims to make schools more community-based and 
entrepreneurial. This is not about making a profit but 
about providing opportunities for students to develop 
entrepreneurial skills.

Experiential learning opportunities promote the development of a sense of 
identity and the achievement of life and career goals by helping students explore 
their strengths, challenges, passions, and interests, and develop their autonomy, 
skills, resilience, and sense of belonging through varied experiences in the 
community.

Initiatives promoting creativity and innovation

Many projects allow students to use technological tools to explore their  
creativity and innovate. Our approach to education encourages teachers  
to act as guides and facilitators who accompany students in their projects. 
Technology serves learning.

One initiative, S’entr’Apprendre, is a large-scale project aimed at helping 
students become more active and engaged in their learning through an 
innovative pedagogical approach focused on competency development.  
The project includes a major research component whereby researchers from  
here and abroad monitor the progress made. 
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Performance excellence

With continuous improvement in mind, the 
Performance Excellence Management System is 
firmly embedded in the District’s organizational 
culture. Each year, improvement projects enable 
us not only to boost educational success, but  
also to overcome major challenges in a variety  
of areas, both administrative and logistical.

Rhea, Seoah  
and Rehyun Song 

Originally from Korea

Ginette Bourque, a teacher at  
École Grande-Digue is a woman who  

is kind and gets things done. Her students 
engage in authentic and meaningful 

learning on a daily basis. As a learning 
support teacher, she also attends to 
each child’s uniqueness, builds on their 
strengths, and ensures that they develop 
collaborative and mutual support 

strategies and skills that will serve 
them throughout their studies.

“The air is clean in 
Canada. We all felt 

healthy when we  
got here.”

Seoah, Grade 5 
École Le Sommet, Moncton

“I’m proud to 
speak French  

and English  
now, too.”

 Rhea, Grade 4 
  École Le Sommet,  

 Moncton

DISTRICT SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE SUD 11
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Health and well-being

Health and well-being are the foundation of all learning. It is a priority  
for our schools to create conditions that foster a positive school climate 
and a safe and healthy learning environment.

Cultivating mindfulness

The DSFS demonstrates openness by exploring innovative approaches 
to student well-being, including mindfulness. Teachers in many schools 
practise mindfulness with their students, through meditation and 
conscious breathing and by exploring the benefits of yoga and expressions 
of gratitude.

In an age of acceleration and high expectations, many students struggle 
to ground themselves. Mindfulness allows students to slow down and 
focus their attention on learning, and to relax more and improve their 
relationships with others.

SCHOOL LIFE
Harmonie pour les élèves: an anti-bullying initiative

The DSFS also has strategies geared to creating a respectful, supportive learning 
environment where no one is bullied. One of those strategies is the highly 
successful Harmonie pour les élèves (Harmony for Students) initiative.

The initiative’s aim is to equip school staff so that they can better manage bullying 
in their schools and to help students become more assertive and resilient.  

Support services 

The province’s schools are inclusive, and learning support services are available. 
Strategic teams meet weekly to identify vulnerable students and determine how to 
best support them. Whether in the form of help from a trusted adult, or individual 
or group sessions with a learning-support teacher, behaviour management 
practitioner, or mentor, schools have a process in place to support all who need 
guidance in well-being-related matters.

Through the Integrated Service Delivery (ISD) model, stakeholders from the 
education, mental health, social development, and public safety sectors work 
together in a coordinated manner to better meet the needs of the District’s 
students and preschoolers.

ISD’s Child and Youth (C&Y) teams are made up of school and mental health 
psychologists, school and mental health social workers, community and education 
workers, and education specialists, who work collaboratively with families, staff, 
and community agencies.

Support services offered through the school and C&Y teams are free of charge, but 
similar fee-based services are also available in the private sector.
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Arts and culture

Arts and culture are key to developing a sense of identity.

DSFS schools offer rich and varied cultural programming, including performing arts, book fairs, 
literary and film festivals, and activities through partnership programs with artists supported  
by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.

Cultural identity is built by providing students with meaningful learning opportunities. Arts and  
culture promote the development of a francophone sense of identity and enable students to develop  
a positive relationship with the French language and a sense of belonging to Acadian culture.

According to Yves Doucet, an educational officer whose 
responsibilities include  the development of a sense of 
identity, choosing a French-language school gives children 
access to rich, varied, and engaging activities  

and experiences that not only teach them a great deal, 
but also enrich their identity and cultivate pride. 

Extracurricular activities during and outside school hours

Cultural and sports activities play an important role in school life and in a student’s overall experience.  
These activities, which can take place during and after the school day, allow students to develop their  
skills and have fun while building their social network.

By taking part in these activities, your child will be expected to follow the same rules of conduct as those  
at school. The school reserves the right to collect money to fund these activities. If you are unable to pay,  
you can contact the school, where someone will be able to help.

At the elementary level, you will be asked to provide the school with written consent for your child 
to participate. For activities that take place during the school day, the school will organize 

transportation. For activities outside school hours, however, parents are responsible  
for their child’s transportation.



VOUS ACCUEILLIR, AVEC PLAISIR!14

Education program

Elementary level (Kindergarten to Grade 8)

Children begin elementary school at the age of 5, i.e., their age as 
of December 31. The Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development is responsible for developing the education program, 
while school districts and schools are responsible for determining  
how to meet the program’s objectives.

Schools teach the following subjects: French, Social Studies, Arts 
Education (including visual arts and music), Personal and Social 
Development, Physical Education, Mathematics, Science and Tech-
nology, and English as a Second Language. The education system is 
multidisciplinary in its approach, with a focus on integration of subjects.

High school (Grades 9 to 12)

High school offers an education program consisting of 40 credits  
from Grades 9 to 12.

Each course in Grades 9 to 12 is made up of 93.5 hours of instruction  
and is equivalent to one credit. Most courses are offered on a semester 
basis (93.5 hours = 1 credit), but some span the entire school year  
(187 hours = 2 credits).

To pass a course, your child will need a mark of at least 55%. To  
graduate with a high school diploma, students must accumulate at least  
34 credits: 25 from compulsory courses and 9 from elective courses. 

SCHOOL LIFE
Compulsory courses include:

French

• 7 compulsory credits

English as a Second Language

• 2 compulsory credits

Mathematics
More than one mathematics pathway is offered to students starting in Grade 10. 
Each stream includes specific content geared to meeting the student’s needs  
and interests based on their life and career goals.

• PATHWAY A 
 This pathway is for students wanting to pursue post-secondary education 

(university or college, where a more general knowledge of mathematics  
is required) or directly enter the labour market.

• PATHWAY B 
 This pathway is for students wanting to pursue post-secondary education 

(university or college) where more technical mathematical knowledge is 
required. It is more systematic and problem solving-based.

• PATHWAY C 
 This pathway is for students wanting to pursue post-secondary education 

(university or college) where more advanced mathematical knowledge is 
required. It aims to develop abstract thinking and mathematical modelling skills. 
The focus is on problem solving with a heavy emphasis on algebra and geometry.



DISTRICT SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE SUD 15

International Baccalaureate

The International Baccalaureate (IB) is a rigorous, two-year, examination-based program,  
with internal and external assessments, geared to students aged 16 to 19.

It offers a continuum of international education, raises students’ awareness of international  
issues, and encourages learners to think beyond their immediate context.

The DSFS IB program is offered exclusively at École Mathieu-Martin in Dieppe and École  
Sainte-Anne in Fredericton but is open to students from other high schools in the District.

Sports/arts/studies program

The DSFS and Académie Sports-Arts-Études de l’Atlantique have a partnership that allows  
students from the District to enrol in a program that combines their studies with an arts  
or sports component.

This growing program is offered in select schools in the District and is designed to complement  
students’ regular education. It allows students who show a keen interest in the arts or sports to  
develop their skills in those areas, while at the same time encouraging them to maintain high  
grades in their other studies.

Information: 506-229-5061 • info@academiesae.com • academiesae.com

“I’m on the school soccer  
team and have made  

a lot of friends.”
Mouad Elharti, originally from Morocco

Grade 11 - École Mathieu-Martin, Dieppe

DISTRICT SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE SUD 15
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School calendar 

The school year consists of 195 days and runs from September to June.  
The school calendar for the upcoming year is published in June and indicates  
the start and end dates of classes. In addition, other days off include: 
• Statutory holidays, Christmas break, and March break
• Parent-teacher conferences and professional development days
• Pedagogical or administrative days
• Class cancellations during winter storms

The Canadian climate includes winter storms between November and April 
that sometimes force schools to close. Weather-related school closures are 
announced at approximately 6:00 a.m. on local radio stations, and on the 
District’s website under Retards et fermetures (delays and closures). You  
can also request personalized notification of bus delays and school closures.

School fees

Public education in New Brunswick is free. However, to cover costs associated 
with the various cultural and educational activities offered during the year, you 
will be asked for a modest amount of money at the beginning of the school year.

The amount can vary from $30 to $60 per child depending on the activities 
planned. If you are unable to pay, contact the school principal. No child will be 
penalized for financial reasons.

School supplies

If you have a child in elementary school, you will receive a detailed list of the 
supplies he or she will need before the school year begins. Some schools take  
it upon themselves to purchase school supplies for a set amount of money.

In high school, teachers will inform students of the materials they will need 
during the first few days of school.

Most big-box stores carry the necessary items. Please mark your child’s name 
clearly on their school materials so that they can be returned if they are lost.  
A permanent ink marker works well for this.

Your child will receive textbooks at the start of the school year. Textbooks are 
school property and are only loaned to students. Elementary school students 
must return them at the end of the school year, and high school students must 
return them at the end of their course, in the same condition as they were  
loaned to them.

SCHOOL LIFE
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Technological tools

Elementary students do not need technological tools. However, since 
technology is very much a part of our lives, access to such tools can 
make it easier for your child to learn and communicate with school staff.

High school students are required to bring their own digital device (laptop 
or tablet with keyboard) to school, where students have access to the 
school’s Internet and can use their digital devices to assist with learning.

The use of these tools in school, especially high school, is an essential part 
of the learning environment. Using one’s own digital device offers several 
advantages: 
• Students can personalize their digital space, store their documents,  

and so on.
• Their tool is always available and within reach, making it easier to 

continue learning at home. 

Technical support is available to parents, as are 
resources to help them pay for their child’s laptop. 

For information on the provincial laptop subsidy 
program, see the website of the Department of 
Education and Early Childhood Development

Communication with parents

Schools often communicate with parents via 
e-mail. It is, therefore helpful for parents to  
have an email account and access to a cell phone,  
tablet, or laptop

“I like being in a new country.”
Kateryna Popenko, originally from Ukraine

Grade 3 - École Le Sommet, Moncton
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Dress code

Your child will be expected to dress appropriately and wear clothes that are clean and  
suitable to the school environment. Some schools have a dress code. Uniforms are not  
worn in New Brunswick public schools.

What to wear

Your child may be required to go outside during the day. To ensure comfort, clothing  
should be adapted to weather conditions and circumstances.

• Winter: winter jacket and ski pants, hat (toque), gloves, scarf, and winter boots

• Rain: raincoat or umbrella, and rubber boots (waterproof boots)

• Bright sunshine: light clothing that protects from the sun’s rays, light hat,  
and sunscreen. If your child is unable to apply sunscreen on their own,  
parents should apply it before the child leaves for school.

• Physical education days: t-shirt, shorts, sports pants or tracksuit,  
and sports shoes, as well as deodorant, for teenagers

All students have a space to store their clothes. Elementary students 
should have a spare change of clothes that they can leave at 
school. Some schools provide lockers for students.

Weather forecasts

To find out how to dress your child in the morning for  
the weather, check the Environment Canada forecast  
(https://meteo.gc.ca/canada_e.html).

SCHOOL LIFE

“We thought the snow was flour.  
I didn’t know it was snow.”

Noella Msewa, originally from Tanzania
Grade 10 - École Sainte -Anne, Fredericton

VOUS ACCUEILLIR, AVEC PLAISIR!18
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Scent-free environment

Many people are highly sensitive or even allergic to certain smells. Canada  
has a scent-free policy that discourages the use of perfumes and recommends 
odourless deodorants instead. Unscented products are just as effective as 
scented ones and are widely available in pharmacies.

Meals and snacks

Your child should eat a good, nutritious breakfast before leaving home in the 
morning. You can also place a healthy snack in their school bag or lunch box  
for their morning and afternoon break.

Children have two options for lunch:
• Purchase a meal at the school cafeteria, which offers a varied menu
• Or bring a home-cooked meal

Lunch boxes

Your child’s meal can be kept in a lunch box. Food should be placed in airtight 
containers that are cleaned on a daily basis.

Some schools have a microwave oven that students can use to reheat their  
meal. Ask the school if this option is available.

For food suggestions, consult Canada’s Food Guide on the Government  
of Canada website: https://foodguidebook.canada.ca/en/.

N.B. : 
• Don’t forget to pack utensils in your child’s lunch box.
• Refrain from sending nuts or seafood (shellfish) to school. Some students are 

highly allergic to these products and just coming into contact with them can 
have very serious consequences in some cases. The school will provide you 
with a list of products to avoid due to student allergies.

Recess and breaks 

Recess and breaks are periods of free time for students and are a great 
opportunity for children to make friends and play in the schoolyard.  
Supervision is provided by a staff member or volunteer.

A bell or buzzer will ring to signal that recess is over. Children then must  
return to class and remove their shoes and outdoor clothing before entering  
the classroom.
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SCHOOL REGISTRATION
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Parents or guardians are responsible for enrolling their dependent children  
in school. All schools have School Settlement Workers (SSWs). Our SSWs,  
whose mission is to help families who are new to Canada, will accompany  
you during the registration process.

At the DSFS, registration is done through the District website or in person  
at your local school. You will need to provide the following documents:
• Proof of a residential address in New Brunswick
• Proof of immunization for your child (health record)
• Copy of an official document confirming the child’s citizenship status  

and date of birth
• Copy of an official document confirming the parents’ citizenship status
• Copy of any other document deemed relevant for the student’s file  

(report cards, passport, birth certificate, etc.)

Your child’s school

Your child’s school is determined by your home address 
and can be found by checking the DSFS website, under the 
heading Transport scolaire (school transportation). The list 
of District schools is also published on the same site, under 
District scolaire (school district).

If you wish to enrol your child in a school other than the one 
serving your neighbourhood, you must first obtain permission 
from the District superintendent. If your request is approved, 
you will then be responsible for providing transportation for 
your child to and from the school you have chosen that is 
outside your school zone.

School placement

If your child is of school age, an assessment will be conducted to determine  
the most appropriate placement for them. The school will do its best to place 
your child at the appropriate grade level and will work with you and your child  
to ensure the best possible integration.

Bring the transcripts from your child’s previous school if you have them.  
This will help us better understand your child’s educational background.

School visit

You can visit your neighbourhood school with your child to better understand 
how the school operates. This will also allow you to ask questions and get to 
know the staff.

To arrange a visit, contact your local SSW or email your request to nouveaux.
arrivants@nbed.nb.ca. SSW contact information is listed on the DSFS website.



DISTRICT SCOLAIRE FRANCOPHONE SUD 21

BOUCTOUCHE 

COCAGNE

DIEPPE

MEMRAMCOOK
MONCTONFREDERICTON

MIRAMICHI

SAINT-LOUIS-DE-KENT

BAIE SAINTE-ANNE

SAINTE-ANNE-DE-KENT

GRAND-BARACHOIS
CAP-PELÉ

GRANDE-DIGUE
NOTRE-DAME-DE-KENT

SAINT-ANTOINE

SHEDIAC

ROGERSVILLE
SAINTE-MARIE-DE-KENT

RICHIBUCTO

OROMOCTO

SAINT JOHN
K - Grade 5
K - Grade 6
K - Grade 7
K - Grade 8
K - Grade 12

Grade 3 - 5
Grade 6 - 8
Grade 6 - 12
Grade 7 - 12
Grade 9 - 12

QUISPAMSIS

BAIE SAINTE-ANNE
Régionale de 
Baie Sainte-Anne

BOUCTOUCHE
Clément-Cormier
Dr-Marguerite-Michaud

CAP-PELÉ
Donat-Robichaud  

COCAGNE
Blanche-Bourgeois  

DIEPPE
Amirault
Anna-Malenfant
Antonine-Maillet
Carrefour de l'Acadie
Le Marais
Mathieu-Martin
Sainte-Thérèse

FREDERICTON
École des Bâtisseurs
École Les Éclaireurs
Sainte-Anne

GRAND-BARACHOIS
Père-Edgar-T.-LeBlanc

GRANDE-DIGUE
Grande-Digue

MEMRAMCOOK
Abbey-Landry

MIRAMICHI
Carrefour Beausoleil

CAPTIONS

MONCTON
Champlain
Le Mascaret
Le Sommet
L'Odyssée
Sainte-Bernadette
Saint-Henri

NOTRE-DAME-DE-KENT
Notre-Dame

OROMOCTO 
Arc-en-ciel

QUISPAMSIS
École des Pionniers

RICHIBUCTO
Soleil Levant

ROGERSVILLE 
Étoile de l’Acadie 

SAINT-ANTOINE
Camille-Vautour

SAINTE-ANNE-DE-KENT
Calixte-F.-Savoie

SAINTE-MARIE-DE-KENT
Mont-Carmel

SAINT JOHN
Samuel-de-Champlain 

SAINT-LOUIS-DE-KENT
Mgr-Marcel-François-Richard 

SHEDIAC
Louis-J.-Robichaud 
Mgr-François-Bourgeois

DSFS SCHOOLS
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EARLY CHILDHOOD AND EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE CENTRES
EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES

The early childhood team offers a wide range of services geared to families, early learning and childcare centres, schools, and various partners.

Parle-Moi language development 
services

Speech-language pathologists and their assistants 
offer a variety of programs and services aimed at:
• preventing communication delays.
• promoting healthy language development.
• creating environments conducive to the develop-

ment of communication skills.
• screening for early warning signs of communica-

tion delays or impairment in preschool children.
• facilitating the transition to the school system 

and building community capacity.

Information:  
1-877-869-2040, info.parle-moi@nbed.nb.ca 

Support for quality learning 
services

The early childhood services team provides 
educational support to early learning and childcare 
centres. The role of preschool educational officers 
(agents en pédagogie préscolaire) is to support 
educators with the quality of learning activities 
offered to children aged 0-12 years in early learning 
and childcare centres. They also share simple and 
effective strategies to support parents in their role 
as primary educators.

Information:   
506-869-6457, josianne.damour@gnb.ca 

Famille et petite enfance 
francophone Sud 

Famille et petite enfance francophone Sud is an 
agency that offers support services for parents who 
have concerns and/or questions about their children 
aged 0 to 8 years. Services include confidential 
home visits tailored to each family’s needs.

Information: 1-855-840-6269

Preschool francization and 
language acquisition 

The early childhood services team offers a variety  
of programs aimed at:
• enhancing children’s language skills.
• supporting and equipping parents so that they 

can accompany their children in learning French.
• working closely with schools and partners to 

promote continuity of services and reduce the 
need for francization at school.

Through workshops, playgroups, and support for 
educators in early learning and childcare centres, 
the team facilitates the process of learning French, 
with a view to promoting educational success,  
well-being, and the development of an Acadian  
and francophone identity. 

Information:  
506-869-6457, josianne.damour@gnb.ca 
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DAY CARE SERVICES 

Services for children 0 to 5 years old

Prior to starting school at age 5 (i.e., age as of December 31), children can attend a provincially 
regulated daycare centre. The territory covered by the DSFS is home to 171 daycare centres, 
including 141 early learning and childcare centres (garderies éducatives) and 30 early  
learning and childcare homes (garderies familiales or home-based daycare centres).

Although these services fall under the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (EECD), they are not free, and spaces are not guaranteed. To obtain a  
space for your child in a daycare centre, you have to apply, and waiting lists are common.

A directory of licensed centres is available on the EECD parent portal.  
(*See website address on page 27 of this guide)

After-school care

The elementary school day ends at around 2 p.m. 
Students under the legal age to stay home alone  
(12 years old) can attend daycare centres that offer  
after-school services. (*footnote) They can then  
take the bus from school to the daycare centre,  
or sometimes the daycare centre itself will provide 
transportation. Some daycare centres also offer  
before-school services to accommodate parents  
who must be at work very early.

For more information on early childhood services,  
visit the DSFS and EECD websites.

*Under Canadian law, only children aged 12 and  
older can stay home alone after school. It is illegal  
to leave a child at home alone if he or she is under  
the age of 12.
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SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION
In New Brunswick, school transportation is free and available to all children who meet certain eligibility criteria. The yellow buses that you see on the road Monday  
to Friday are carrying Kindergarten to Grade 12 children from their neighbourhood to school and back. Children can take the bus in the morning from their 
neighbourhood and be dropped off at the daycare in the afternoon, provided that these locations have been agreed upon with the school transportation department.

To be eligible for bussing, students must:
• Reside within their school zone, but at a certain distance from the school. 

Students who live close to the school cannot use the service.
• Reside in an area deemed by the District to be unsafe for walking to school.
• Have special health-related needs (a doctor’s note may be required).

How school transportation works
• Buses do not stop at every home. Stops are centralized so that several  

students get on and off the bus at the same time. 
 » The location of your child’s bus stop is based on your home address and  

can be found on the DSFS website under the heading Transport scolaire 
(school transportation).

 » Buses do not enter private streets or travel driveways.
• Bus drivers do not wait for latecomers.
• Bus drivers are not allowed to drop off students at unplanned addresses  

(even with a parent’s note).
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Requesting bus stop changes

Requests to change bus stops, because of a move for example, must be made 
using the appropriate online form on our website. Pending confirmation of the 
change, the student must continue to report to the assigned bus stop, or the 
parents must provide transportation.

Parent responsibilities

Student safety during transportation is a shared responsibility.

Parents must:
• ensure their child’s safety between home and the bus stop (both at the  

start and end of the day) and while the child is waiting at the stop;
• ensure that their child is at the stop no later than five minutes before  

the bus is scheduled to arrive;
• review the rules of conduct and safety measures relating to school  

transportation with their child;
• notify the transportation department of any changes to the student’s  

primary or secondary address, to avoid delays.

Kindergarten to Grade 2 students whose parents have not given written 
permission for them to be dropped off at a bus stop without an adult present 
to meet them will instead be dropped off at school, and the parents will be 
responsible for picking them up.

If parents are concerned for their child’s safety while walking to the bus or  
home, it is their responsibility to ensure that their child is accompanied.

Student responsibilities

To be able to continue taking the bus to school, students must:
• follow the rules and instructions provided;
• be respectful of other students and the driver;
• treat private property and the school bus with care, or risk having to pay  

for any damages to the bus or the property of others incurred while on  
the bus and at the bus stop.

Buses follow a pre-set schedule. However, there can be delays due to 
weather and other factors. You can request personalized notification  
of bus delays and school closures.

For more information about school transportation,  
visit the District website.

Alban Labreur is originally from 
France and attends École Amirault 

in Dieppe. He loves the snow in 
winter and also enjoys taking the bus. 

This picture shows Alban on his first  
day of school.
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GLOSSARY OF CANADIAN FRENCH TERMS

Boîte à dîner or boîte à lunch:  
Lunch box. A reusable container used to carry  
a cold meal (that may or may not be reheated)  
for one person. The school may ask you to prepare 
a lunch for your child, as well as snacks for health 
breaks.

Bottes d’hiver: Winter boots. Boots or shoes 
that go up to at least the ankle and generally  
keep the feet warm. They are used for going 
outside in winter.

Brocheuse: Stapler. An apparatus  
used to attach pieces of paper together  
in a specific order.

Bulletin: Report card. A document that reports 
on your child’s performance at school.

Cartable: Binder. A  
container with a rigid cover  
and rings or pockets inside  
to hold documents.

Culotte: Pants.

Covoiturage: Carpooling. Several people 
travelling together in one vehicle. Some parents 
practise carpooling to attend activities that take 
place outside or during regular school hours.

Déjeuner: Breakfast. The morning meal

Dîner: Lunch. The meal usually taken  
around noon.

Dîner chaud: Hot lunch. A meal option  
that some schools offer at lunchtime. It allows 
children to purchase a reasonably priced meal  
from the school cafeteria.

Étui: Pencil case.  
A container for storing  
pencils and pens.

Efface: Eraser. An implement used  
to rub out something written in pencil.

Habit de gym: Gym clothes. Clothes that  
your child should wear during physical education 
(e.g., t-shirt and shorts). They should be made  
of a light fabric and not too warm.

Lunch: An informal word that designates the 
noon-hour meal.

Mémo: A written message from a staff member 
or school committee that provides information.  
You may also write a memo to the teacher when 
you have questions.

Mitaines
Mittens. The term  
can refer both to  
mittens and gloves.

Rencontre: Parent-teacher meeting. Held  
at predetermined times throughout the year,  
they are opportunities to meet with your child’s 
teacher and learn about your child’s progress.

Souper: Supper. The evening meal, taken  
at about 6:00 p.m.

Tuque: Toque. A woollen cap  
sometimes decorated with a pompom.

Zone scolaire: School zone.  
A geographic area served by a school.



ORGANIZATIONS THAT WELCOME NEWCOMERS

USEFUL LINKS
FREDERICTON
Multicultural Association of Fredericton (MCAF)
(506) 454-8292
mcaf@mcaf.nb.ca 
www.mcaf.nb.ca

MIRAMICHI
Miramichi Regional Multicultural Association
(506) 773-5272
info@mrma.ca
www.miramichimulticultural.com 

MONCTON
Centre d’accueil et d’accompagnement francophone des 
immigrants du Sud-Est du Nouveau-Brunswick (CAFI)
(506) 382-7494
info@cafi-nb.org
www.cafi-nb.org 

Multicultural Association of the Greater Moncton Area 
(MAGMA)
(506) 858-9659
info@magma-amgm.org
www.magma-amgm.org 

SAINT JOHN
Saint John Newcomers Centre (SJNC)
(506) 642-4242
bienvenue@sjnewcomers.ca
www.sjmnrc.ca

Other resources you may find useful:

District scolaire francophone Sud
francophonesud.nbed.nb.ca 

Education and Early Childhood Development
www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/education.html

EECD Parent Portal
www.nbed.nb.ca/parentportal/en/

To find a French-speaking early learning 
and childcare centre: 
www.nbed.nb.ca/parentportal/fr/search/elc/

Association francophone des parents  
du Nouveau-Brunswick
www.afpnb.ca
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